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INAUGURAL ADDRESS.

Wz are assembled to-day to iuaugnrate, by
exerciscs of devotion and words of  mutual
encouracrement, another session ol the studies of
this Theological Seminary.

In invoking upon it the blessing of heaven, we
have only to ask for the continuance and increase
of a benediction that has been signally bestowed
from the beginning. This Institution owed its
origin, as we believe, to the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, prompting His servants to provide for
an urgent neeessity of our community. The Di-
vine favour removed every obstacle out of the way
of its establishment, and has commended it to the
approval and inercasing good will of His people
from year to year; aund by its successful results it
has itself, during the course of an entire gencra-
ration, demonstrated its vital importance to the
work of Methodism in our own land and through-
out the world. We have, therefore, with full
confidence, committed this house to the safe keep-
ing of Him who founded it for His own glory and
His Church’s good.

Our first sacred obligation discharged, it is of
no slight moment that we stimulate one another’s
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zeal in the performance of our joint nnd individuad
aities, It deovolveds anosne, 8 one of the first
functions of the office fo which God amd His
Church have called e, b ke snch grieniinl
rotnarks o8 may tend 1o the fortheranes of it
object. Tn sddressing mysell to this tn=le, 1 rannd
Tt remember the Trngural Discourse proncunced
in this place by my ever-honoured Tutor, w i
1 am loth to call my predecessor,—Dre. Hannah,
to whom, for his long and blessed labinrs in this
gervice, may “a full reward be given of the Lord
God of Terael;* bot not yet,—not until mesy
vears of tranguil rest i one midst shall have been
added to the years of his fenitf] labour,  Pollow-
ing in the truck of that nobbe diseonrse, 1 alinll
vemind you of (e weefoll design of this Institu-
tion = e receiving willin its walls esslidates for
the Christian ministry, 'l'{]'l.rn!l'- qunlifieafions aro to
T Do I'i.g'ii'll}' tested ;g providing a eompre-
hisawive Ereining for these whio sustnin the fost
and 05 placing them under such o spiritual disei-
pline in community life as shall, by the grace of
God, senid them individunlly forth, strong in reli-
grioma vigour, to the holy labony of their lves,

1. The students who enter these gates pass into
ihe gacond of three stages of strict prolmtion.

They have umdergone a profiminary ondeal, it-
solf eomposed of severad more or ks severs pro-
cesses of seruting by which the Church, jealous
for God's honour and its own purity, seeks to
verify what secuns to be the call of the Holy Bpirit.
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Having so far satisfied the congregtion, without
whoze gutiafaction there sain be po azsaranee of o
Divine voration, theyare sent to this place as pro-
hationers still, as candidates for probationship, for
the sacred fanction: as yet, no mors than this;
though this is very much, and generally, that s,
in the great magority of cases, decides all that
Fllowa,

Bot in evory ease,  The besl s still ppplied here,
in anether form, buk, iF possiblis, with yokb wloging
rigonr. There iz conbinval exwmwinalion of The
fitnisa of Lhe candidatos for the offiee they nspire o,
ey e ininmntion of woral elusrmeter, of mes ol it
neas, andof Methodistic loyalty,—which may besaid
never to intermit from the time of their ecoteving
nntil they honourably pass into active serviee, and
wwait the final decsion of their course,  Through
the merey of God, most of the stndents who are
aept to us abide the test. They declure, by
their polliness, by their diligence, and by the
eomsisbeney with which they keep the object of
ileir il in view, that their voeation is genoine.
Bat with some it may be otherwise, Sowe who
may have ron before the Spirit sent them, ure
here effoctually arvested. SBome may shiw, by
thair failing picty, that their call was only o delu-
gion s or, worse still, that it woas only the sarnest
of a graco of which they prove themselves un-
worthy bofore they receive its fulness.  Some moy
givie evidenes by their lack of mind, or by their
rofinenl fo oultivate what mind they ove, thaet tle
Spirit of truth never parposed to cmploy them in
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a servien which demands the best and most con-
sectated mental industey 3 while some muy ke
it only too manifest by the instability of their
eonvictions {lnt, wherever else the Holy Spirit
may appoint them their lot in His wide feld,
they have not found  their right place in Lliee
Methodist portion of it. . When such inslanecs of
u misinterproted  Providence are detected, they
are sont baek whionee Lhey: e, to the autlority
that can s to it that the welnneholy mistake be
continuel] wo rther.

Those who pass honeurably through the close
aud ever-pressing ordeal of this plice,—and, let
it b repeated (hoankfully, they are the great
wigjority,—may with mueh confidenes be sent
furward to encotster the final Feee siround the
garden enelmel of the holy ministry, 1t is troe
thut this Tnstitution sy fail in its fiest Tonetion ;
there may lave beon instuoces in which  the
unworthy have left ils g withh the eenld of
yworthiness upon thiem,  Pat osich  cosies wnst
have been, and must w080 by exeeeding e
Burely thers is every provision, homanly speak-
ing, to redncs the danger fo the lowest poiut, to
Leing it within the narrowest lmits compaiible
with the essentinl fallibility of Luoaen copgni-
sanre. It may b sadd, peprslly, thoat  the
candidates presented by the Institution to the
Conference pre men who nesl only o short trial
in the open field to make them worthy of their
ordination and final misston,

The yalue of this close sopervision, continned
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over g0 large n portion of a young minister's
probationship, cannot fail to assert itself with
increasing foree to the julgment of the community
at large. The Methodist people know that all they
have to glory in, all they have to depend upon,
under (rod, for the maintensnee of their past tr-
dition, and the continnanes of their work o the
future, is bound up with the purily of their
ministry,  Whatever imperils thad mukes their
great honrt grown ¢ amd whatever fends to throw
an additionn] sanction aid defenee aroand el iz
and must be roganded by them ns o good thing
that they cannot value too highly, or too dearly
JEiy for.

Lt me, my dear young brethren, address yon 4
few wffectionete words on this matter,

You will not think that this strong allusion te
test, and examination, mml sifting, is cxcessive
or barsk. Yoour Christion intellicence is oo
sound to allow of your enteriaining such a
thought, even if it should have flashed wpon your
minas. You koow something already—yon will
hereafter know much more—of the sanctity and
reaponsibility of that order which is separated to
be the instroment of Guod's dealings with the
world, and with the sools of men,—as moch sepa-
eated in the church as the chureh is from the
worll,  You know that it cannot have too strict
a wateh st npon the avenves that approsch it
1t i pare conpassion to adivight back all whe, in
this matier, are mistaking their way,  For, of all
men they are the most miserable, whether they
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fisel it or wnot, who recklessly or withont
Divine ecompulsion enter the ministry to the
preparaticns of which this Insiitution is dedi-
catedd,

It Ly Ie ]IEIiH"l] Lthat tliesie whaepyptions will
prodoce g overy different effect upon yonr minds;
that they will stimulate you fo make your own
vocation sure. I yon hawve been sent hore by the
Spirit of God, your case is in your own hands.
Mo test hos been or will be applisd that you
may not dotermine to sustain,  As your judgment
talls yon that there ought to be strict discipline
to keep the way of the holy ministry, ao let your
hearts’ generous jmpulse chnllenge it in the fear
of God.  Defermine to o stornee censors of your
own morals, and stricter monitors of yoor own
studics, than any owt=ide yourselvos can e, e
your own judges, swilt witiesses agmint your-
solves; while we are your exsminess, be lo vour-
selves inguisitors, By the Divies blessing, von
oll may seeore yoor own acceplonce ndw, nod
thronchout your course.  Having those condin-
prencies which are in (e honds oF God, yoo oy
insure your own voeation to this ministry.
Having come so far, there is no difficnlty in yoor
farther carcer, which grace and industry will not
remove out of your way., You mmy maintain
your piety, and so wotch over your heart and lifie
that declension in religion shall never impench or
make guestionable your call, You may =0 culki-
vafe your minds, improve yoor teleots, amd - avail
yvourselves of the helps afforded yon, that want of

L]

ahilily shall never make yonr departore matter of
painfl neceasity. Aund thers is no demand of
any kind upon your chamcter, ability, and lov-
alty, that the least endowed may not meet, it he
ba culy determined to meot it, We nre anxions
to impress npon you thut you pre prolutioners in
the strictest sense of the word, sent hore to be
narrowly wolched by tlhose who musk oive an
peconnt,  Bub we pee ”Iu“”."' wn i o iulllﬂ“
it npon you that yon mmy, by hombly amwd ear-
l'll:“'_'l'll.'f‘ ||||i|ll_!; o r]uil._].' 1]I|l11.'., i.*!lmllu*u:.:t'- Eliix
keenest sevuting, aml mointain  your integrity
through your wholo prolationship.

I1. Thi proper basimess, however, of this ool-
.-L'gl;! ig the 1.11|.'i|:ﬁ:||.=; of its stondentz in ench
branches of klmwl[ﬂ]g\l_"' na Eu._-.rl..n.ill to tha dua
:I:‘H,'lllilﬂll-llm]t. of p minigter of the [impd ol (Thrist.
What may be ealled theological inatrnction being
the mmin coneern, provision i made for the
general cnlture of their minds, for imparting fo
them the elements of all sound knowledge; and,
what is still betfer, for stioulatine them to right
habits of thought and of reverent inguiry.

1. The tima is gone when it was necessary to
argue  that mental cultivation i3 a necessary
pecomplishment of one whe presents himself to
the public a= o ropresentutive of rolizion. 'The
illugion, that refinowent of mind, delicsiey of
tnate, and what may e geneenlly eallad intel-
ksetnnd habitoades, wre ineonsEstent with simplicity
of faitly, and tend to blunt the keen edge of zeal,
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ar unnerve the vigour of the strong man armed
for Christ, has almost relired from among us;
it is to be fonmd only in corners where things
obsolete linger,  Such peojudices have boen lite-
rully vunguislied by the forese of common sense ;
ad there are not many intelligent members of
our eongregations, whother in cities or in villages,
who do not feel sone satisfiction in the thought
thit provigion is made for securing all our young
ministers from the impatation of gross illiteracy,
Ani surely, though, alas, tos slowly, provision is
wade to render it an absolutely needless thing for
any eandidate to bring an wnedoentod mind to
the poblic cxposition of God's wond, and o mar
his n=efnlness to onr chiliven, IF ol to oursclyves,
Ly intolerable exhibitions of ipnormnes end  bad
tagte. The armmgements of the studies of this
place are such, nd infrasted to such competent
hands, that this matter may e sid o be well
cared for, The deficiencies of carly eduention are
repaired in the ense of those, and they are many,
to whom the gilts of gree have boen more liberal
than the gifts of Providence; whils those who
hove had the advantages of corly taition, and we
find their number incrensing, arve tavght how to
turn these advantacres o the best ascount. 0t is
neslless to enter into further detail,  Soffica
to sy that the highest seholsrship wo ean boust iz
devoted to this fonetion, and that the routine of
intellisetual discipline is on the wost comprehensive
amd liberal seule,

11

8, Put theological training holds here, as it
ought, the central place, nmwd clabms its tribute
from cach individual brench of study. Every
temeher in this school of the prophets is a
ministier of the word of God, sned has the spirit, i’
not the same, of @ theologien] totor,  The stadies
of every elass have o tacit awl iodivect, if nok
divect and svowsd, reference to e stadents®
equipment as expositors of the holy onclis,  Oure
intellpetual parauits ave manifold.—more mani-
fold than woull e eagily beliovel Ly these who
are wob fumiliae with onr intersd preanrenents,—
bt they fimd their unity, where all teuth and afl
man's purcst aspirations witer truth find  their
anity, in the wond of God. The Bible throws
its. bond of perfectness around the diversified
engngemints of this college,  In other words we,
to whom the charge of this Christian seminary is
connmmitied, are pledped jeotly and ﬁ."l.'EI'I.IJ]F' o do
our wimosl to fmin these students to undorstand,
to unfold, and to defend, Holy Seriptore, the
cenire and depogitory of all revealed trth:—to
understand it for themselves, to unfuld it to their
flocks, and to vindicate it agninst all wsssulis of
those without.

(1) It is our high objiéet tonid the eandidates
in their codesveur to umleratand Qmt word of
God to which, and to which wloue, their faith amd
lifee wra devoted. The human  spicdl o coters
toin po higher wmbition, can grpple with oo
higher task, In thiz workl it iz, after all, only
the hiem of the garment of cternel troth that we
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ean tonch; ory in the languare of Scriptore
itsolf, we'can but gec it a2 “in n olass darkly.”
But to strennous and prayerful endesvour it is
given o acquire sallicient knowlsdge of the Hook
of Life to save our own souls, msd the sonls of
those who hear us,

Our stady of the Seriptures embraces at the
omteet thet eonrse of investigation wlich Jdeals
with the letter of the sered toxt, A bonndless
rango of inguiry is suggested by this term: for it
includes the original tongnes in which the
inspired wothors wrote, the entire internal ltors-
ture of the Hible, and the nomberless miscel-
Inmenus suljects tlat belong to the Introduction
to its contents,  IE ia obyions that we connot
:Impr.- to wecomplish el in the conrse of © fiow
brief sessions; but there are certain  salient
points and general elemwents of critical knowledge
that are absolutely neeessary to the interpreter
and preacher of Seripture, and those nre i ported,
as o rule, to every student.  We do nob suppesd it
pomsible, save in a fow instanees, to form aod send
ont accomplished masters in biblieal criliciam
but we do slrive to give the key of  this serad
lewrning, to teach the student bow foo wse it pnd
to inspire lim with o lofty idea of the b otz
of vsing it throughout his futore ministry.

This, howerir, is only proparatory to the higher
object of understanding the spirit in the letter;
the sound interpretation of the wonds themselves,
whether spoken by prophets or apostles, or by
Him who is the revealer of all truth. We have
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to lay down the principles of froe exegesia; prin-
ciples which bave been the olject of aore ae=anlt
of Inte years, and the sorrender of which has
mads gl hpvos of mech modern exposition,
Those prinviples are tanght practically as well as
theoretically 3 fur it has always been the lnodable
cuptom of thid college to purdie @ sonseEmtive
weries of expogitory reading with the students.
A viry large amount of the work of il misaion
comverges fo W weading of e Seriplares, ospes
cindly, thorgh not wololy, of the New Testament,
in e origbon] tonpues,  Amd, slhongh it s
impesible to travel over anore Himu m very
limitesl rangee of the inspived forritory, yet
enpugh may be done to speed the traveller
onward, when he shall hereafter sound his dim
und perilons way alone,

Interpretation of the sayings of the Holy
Ghost finds its fssue in an intelligent apprelen-
sion of the glorious system which dogmatic or
systematic theology bas educed from the wond of
God; forming, in ita integrity and harmony,
that wvust body of rvevealed truth which is
termad theology proper. This is the standard
that guides the processes of our exposition.
Howeyer teue it may be that we best receive our
Euowleldge of Divine things fresh and living from
the pens and lips of the inspired writers, it bas
ever been found essentind, in the training of theo.
logiral studenis, that they should have in their
minds, as carly os possible, an outline of the
majestic system of divinity that the evangelical
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church has, from ifa beginning, found in the
Bible: a system which wos completed in all its
elements when the kst writer of the New Testa-
ment lid down his pent and which, as “our
most holy faith,” it is the office of the clmrch to
defeml from addition and corrption.  The theo-
logieal studies of this Institution have g beon
conileted on the baxizs of o sound,  decply
pondered, and complete aystem, from which they
will not essentially depart. That aystem iz clo-
quently set forth in the first Innngnrul Discourse
already referred to; and a full exhibition of it
will, it may be expected, soon be in the press
from the pen of the first of its Theolegical
Tutors,

{2.) It is the next grent olject of our atbintion
to train these stwdenis 1o onfold that word which
they learn b0 understondy to unfold it s cxpo-
sitorg, and to procluim it as preschers,  These
two lanetivns are, in somse respects, one ;. while, in
othiers, they s very distined + both, howeyver, must
be united in the ministey of the servant of G,
and to both, therefire, the prepamtions of this
plaen grive nitontion,

It iz, nnd will nlwnys b, onre aim fo make oor
candidates expert in the holy arl of setting forth
clearly, fully, nud nttemetively, the meaning of
God's word; and o show them in how many
wauys the simple exposition of Beripture may be
turned to good account, in catechetical instruc-
tion, in Bible-classes, or in the conrse of their
more public ministry, No element is of greater
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importance, in the education of o young mindster,
than that he should be inmspired, from the very
beginning, with an honourable ambition to be-
come 2 master in unfolding the Beripture itself,
and by fis own light, to gll kinds of capacity,—
to children, to young people, to all,

Mo point is of mwore impordanee than this,
excopt, indesd, it be his fndroction in the art of
preaching,  There i 0 sense in which only the
Haoly Spirit who enlls van qualify the preacher for
hig work, Dot just s no enll of the Spirdt ean
bt Doebd valid wnbesds eorbain aobernl  wifts and
fualilications peo present, go oo tmininge of the
Spirit will effsctonlly finish the prepamtion of the
progcher, without deep and diligent attention to
the human art of preaching.  As this is the
noblest function of the human intellect, o it
should be discharged with the uimost nétainable
skill by every one.  And it is one of our foremost
oljects 10 keep evermore before the prolationers
the idea of the pulpit as their goal ; to stimulate,
direct, control, and encourage their effois as
preachers ; to give them the troe idea of preach-
ing, to warn them against bud modiols, to afford
them every opportunity of practising their gift,
and to do our purt gemerally to make thom what
after all is of supreme importance Lo ministers of
the Gospel everywhere,—good preachers,

(3.) And lastly, it is an essentin]l function of
onr ofice to ground oor stodents in those
branches of inguiry which rvevolve around the
defences of the wond of God and the system
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of roligions truth that it contains, [t is one of
the dread necessities of the times that we shonld
spend much of our shrength on this: first, in
directing  their owleavours 1o fortify their minds
with the gooersl evidences of the Gith thet ere
availulile noainst all H'."I."]nlrjl.'].".lll. in - comen 3 naud,
secondly, o pivime thim wn insight inlo the olin-
rneter aond tendeney of I:Ilrl.lﬂ-ﬂ-l|||.=-'i"1=]nll|uu,:||.l'.q|11l'5-|¢_:|_-p-
ticiam which lunot our own times, amld wliich, al-
though ephemeral in their relation to the course of
ages, are likely, in their spirit, to infect the atmo-
sphere of the present genération, and, in their form,
to eonfront these young ministers during the
whole conrse of their wiinistry,

Tt is impossilile to over-estimpta {he inportance
of thia dopartment of oor studics 3 it 38 impossible
to exagoorate the value of this Iostitution, as set
for the defones and confirmation of the faith,
Wherever we turn our glanes upon  Christendom,
wo perecive the manifold signs of o steady, per-
ghatent, rothles, wwd thoreugh determination to
bringg the Christinn faith, aud its loly docoments,
and s equally holy institutions, before the bor of
a reagon that will keow nothing of faith, That
faith which iz o seeene and hooble  relinnes
on tha lLH[iIIIlII'lj’ of Qo] Himgsll to droth soad
fact which God alone can anthenticate, is openly
and sometimes scornfully donounesed a8 wo longer
worthy 1o be * tho evidenee of things not spen™
In spita of our holy Master's voies {pom heaven
upon earth rdifying the sncient archives that
tesbified of Him, men of verious eresds arg seek-

.
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ing to rob the Ol Testament gl_"ri'p‘lnrea of the
marks of their divinity as from God, nod of their
historical worth as from mon, The sume fleshly
tieonee, * intruding inte things not seen,——not
geen indesd by its oyos,—disporta itsell with the
Christinn roconds on the some frreveront prin-
ciples, And thero are wmnifest  tokens  that,
haviug ront the wantles of the proplcia, they are
giblisring arounmd the Form most saeeml to g oll 3
ainl ure propared Lo cast lota vpon the seambess
vk of His troll whoso af shall ke, Nover was
thiasver o mwore wesent ||-n-|1u.ifj' ot all Fuh_::-lih]-l
e lissmnrds ahonld b Chrown arcond the Gith of
the riging minktry ; never was the nesd - ereator
of snch sanctoaries fie sound dockrine as ils
has always been, and will always be,

It is one of our glories as & Ohristion com-
munity that we have never entered into the secret
of the men that are given to change: that we
Iave had no fellowship with the works of that
durkness which miscalls itself light. By the
grace of God we have not sworved, nor per-
mitted any béaring our name to swerve, from the
{ane :J !ﬁiﬂgl coramidiod fo onr Kands, from < the
fuith once delivered to the ssints," and from the
only Rule for the interprotation of that faith.
Nor, by the Divine blessing, will we ever swirve
from it. It s of necessity that the teschers
change; but it is of necessity, too, of eternal
nocessity, that the feaching shonld not ehange.
Amndd the people who commit their youth to this
place may, with absolute confidence, rely on it that

u
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not ome jot nor tittle of the Christian law slafl
ever bo sirrendorsd here,

8. Amd this leqads booo Eliied poink, It would
not be o complete view that we give of the
design of this Institution, and the seope of our
work, if we filesd to directonr pttention to its esten-
tinlly Mathodist eharacter. 1t is indesd o seminary
of Christian instroction; and here the Bupreme
Magter along is heond, as the asthority from
which there is no appeal.  The word of God plone
iz our eternal standard of frath and text-book of
doctrine ; wml the shildren of this school of the
prophets are trained in wo other norture and
pilmemition than tlot of e Lonl. Hot the
Christian faith is, and will always be, tanght seevrd-
ingr Go the formnbaries of sur own conmurion, o8
wi tiink ey bold all that & troe in the doctrine
of the futhers of English divinity, whether Angli-
ean or Nopeooformist; and all that is troe in
thst older o vesteor cathaolic body of divinity
which has comedown to us with the impress of
the purest ages of the Chareh. We are not
mhamsl of the neeidenis and diferonces of oo
own  poenline vestinents of doclrioe, while we are
fully nssured that its * buody i of Clirist,™

Thir religions influenees of onr ouse are cesen-
tindly Methodist. In this respect, wlsoy, we have
pur spiritoal truditiona, whicl wre not necessarily
e traditions of men; pecnlinritics enee more
peculine to ourselves than they now are,—not,
however, beesuse we have surrendered them, but
becanse others Love come to take kuowledge of

e h_ﬂ_..__ ——
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them. Buof, whether they take knowledge of
thiem or not, we ondeaveur to retain bhere the
light nnd life combined of ol Methoedist plety,
deriving its glow from eonscious  acceptance
with God, and nmking s aspiration o finished
hioaliniss,

A the yoong randidates for e Christian
II:iI:i:-Ir_r pre esluenbial pvowedly for thie work of
Mistlsbint |~r'1-.|-'|:|1'nl, wleoss prenl boginess i o
woanvirb sonils, vl Phiaty wres bo prinaeles aenal nslbeoet
wrding to Ui ugngges of Metloadist pastorship,
Thess young men are teained to reversice and
bove their own sommunion ¢ they are tanght that
they are citizens of o mean ity in Bmomaooels
lnndy that they are secking to enter no men
featernity ; that they hoave o high tradition to
maintain, and noble fathers to emulate. They
are exhorted to vest content with ther fuith; o

their eonversion and voeation ns n seal
upan their Methodism not lightly to be broken g
and to look forward to their part in this ministry
as the highest Blessing and the final goal of life.

Onee more, dear brethren, I turn to vou with a
word of warm encourngement, Whosoover you
are, whether entering on your term of residence,
or approaching its close, you nre surrounded by
advantages which you esnmct too highly price.
What the days of the Bon of man were to the
young apostles—days which they should wlter
wirds desiee to see,—1 may, in o eerfain sonse,
and without irreverence, say, thess your days of
youthful instruction are to you, You will valoe

B2




them horeafter at their full price: anticipate the
retrospect of the longing future, looking wistfally
back, and valoe them now,  Wlhittever yoor past
advantomes  or  disadvantames  may have  been,
deferming to give diligence, nnd yoo mey aceomn-
plisl what shall be metter of womder and of thank-
fulness to yourselves.  You may theow off the evil
effects of past neglect ; you may become acenrately,
if not extensively, learned ; you may acquive, il you
have it nol, an expert familiority with your
mother tongue; you may store your mind with
the principles of knowledoe, and attain o taste
for ita pursuit that shall grow by what it foeds
ou § you may wake your own the elements of the
koly tongues, and the seiences that are the key o
Seripture, to be applied with inestimable guin inf
after years., All this you may do, if it be in your
henrt to do it,  Alas for the youth whoe has such
# price in his hand, and no heart unto it! Should
he eseaper the test he cannot sustain, and drag on
the indolent months of unprofitable probation-
ship,—idle while others are carnest, foroctting
goon what Dbe acquires with no alacrity, over
lenrming, or secming to leam, but never coming
to o knowledge of the troth,—what i he, while
hore, but o perpetual reproach to himself, o hin-
drance to others, and a grief to his tutors * and
what i he too likely to I when he leaves, Lut
o messenger of donbiful credentiols, corrying an
empty or half-furnished mind futo s ministry of
which he iz wnworlby, and which shall for eyver
pay the penaliy of the sing of his youth ?

Bt weer think bitter things of yon, though we
thue wpemk. Weo have strong filh that yoo
nr I‘H';_;illllillg i torm of 1'|:|l.ll‘|:|l|t,E;"|.| il hcapest
work, which shall, in the worls of SBeriptore,
Sumake provisin for things honourable in the
ghirhit of Gioal, and alse in the sight of man.” Lot
overy o suy to lis own heart, © That pictoreof o
spuandered  opportunity lost by an ddle  mind
fhall never represent me. By the grase of God,
I will work fur to-morrow while it s eallsd fo-
day.,”  Coll upon the energies of your youlbli @ no
young man iz withoob them.  And b resolvisd to
seoond every oiort of your instructors for your
good,  What 8t Panl addressed to Timothy, that
holy youth who leads the company of Clristion
probationors, I may adidveas to you @ < Congider
what we say, and the Lord will give yon ander-
standing inall things.” A tonscientions respect Lo
the eve of God, s mind intent on the business of
every hiour, and a sonl ever mindful of the great
futerne, will enalide you to make full proof of the
apporinnity of these days.

ITL. Tt only remning to make o fow remarks upon
this Institution es s home in which the family
dizcipline i blended with that of the college or
commnnity in guch o way as to propoete, by the
1.!'|ﬂa[l|.|; ol i, tho f[-l."n'l’!lulrlm‘rli- of thee individuanl
clinrictor for the preparation of Dife aod the high
pervice of life.  The experitnes of many venrs
comfirig more and moro strongly the evidenoe in
favour of fhe ageregation of stwdents in - their
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education for the ministry. The enlangement of
thiz eallege, however, brings into elearer light the
importance of gnaeding agninst the danger to
which it is exposnd, and of enforcing the necesity
of [:nu-rmnnl rligrion,

1. Preparation for the ministey of God's word
has :J.Iwn_fs beon comdueted to the et milvantage
in community life, Ouwr own differs from others
in the strictness of the fumily bond by which we
hape to seenre the utmost benefit from the asso-
eiation of the students.

Tt relirigns communion that combines in itsalf
the family and the church, is of great wvalue
as tending {0 impress apon the prolutioners’
minda axd hearts o deep fecling of the sanctity of
Christian fellowship, Thost who are to be here-
after the pastors of Aocks learn herd, or muy bk,
what the troe bond of Christiin communion is,
Their fellowship one with another under the care
of one who iz ot once their father and their
pustor—a fellowship that is spicituad in every
uspect and in all its daily details—gives them at
the threshold of life an illosteation of the prin-
ciple of the Christian church, and a vealizi-
tion of it great #deal, sach s Do teaching,
ol no exporience  elsewhors, can  impart,
It is impossible to lmeging o school in which
Christinn  students could learn better or s
well what the mature of thal élinech s, for the
ministry of which they are preparing. Where
enn we find ‘0 more faithfol exhibition of the
ideal that is so glovious in the first bright page
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of the Christian annale,—* Continning stedfnstly
in the apostles’ dectrine mnd fullowship, and in
breaking of bread and in prayer? ™ This is the
noble theory and fundumental priveiple of the
Institntion : its inmates are in the best senses
“ brethron of the soninon 1ol.™  They daily ey
together ; thoey daily reseive togethor the apesties”
doctring 3 thiy Yive dorether pinidet wll thi sane-
tities of & religions beotherliomd 1 they hold oom-
[TV} TTTHERTTIN TRt § T T A T myaferiea of i raligious
lifir 3 they encenge in united aopression wpon Hhae
worlel wreimd, and nel ool or aes :'illlr]_u'qil_‘ll v ik
ol all tlse Danetionz and ministries of the Ohiris-
timn elorok, more pobilic and private,  Burely those
iz a blessing in all this that we onglt to estimate
rightly and be deeply thankfol for: an edweation
is in it that onght o tell mightily upon the roli-
giona  ohorpcter and  future usefulnesa of  the
gtidonta of this brotherhood.

It s of ‘great advantore, forther, thongh of a
different kind, that this life in community tends
to the exeitement snd healthy vigowr of o cenerons
emulstion in the proseoution of study,  Religion
sanctifies, it docs not extinguish, the sentiment of
hononrable rvaley,  As our confederncy in Chris-
tian liboaar teads to the pn:ﬂ:uhiu;_.': of one anoiior
to love amd good works, a0 confederncy in
Christiin  sludy tends to proveke to carnest-
ness und  andour in personl enltivation.  The
trdditions of the place have o quickening infln-
ongey  The  continnal  collision wd feetion  of
mind with mind is invigerating,  ood exsmples
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among the stedenis—examples of nobleness of
charpeter, of conspienons industry, of persever-
anee  in overcoming impediments and in the
attainmeent of exeellende—stamp their influence
npon those who constantly witness then,  The
advintage of all fhis would b inealeuloble, if
avery one wonhd strive o sel o pood exmmple, nnd
CYOTY. One wonlbid glrive to BOJY GVEry grovnl cxnmple
that ho sees; if every one ware emulons to do his
best, smd every one wonld strive to equal him,
Turning this topic from the sfatement of a prin-
ciple fo the enforcement of an exbortation, let me
Deseeels yon, brethren, to provoke one anotber to
diligenee.  Tn this competition for sanetified
learning the rule does not hold good that * one
obtpineth the prize.”  “Bo run that ye way all
ebtain,” If any among you is pre-eminent, staily
to fmitale him, and make him your feiend and
model,  IF any smong you is indolent, shon his
influence with all your might, and strive to rouss
him by your own example from his indolénce,
There iz o mighty power latent among von in the
Lonezt emulation of seventy men: let the Insti-
tution foel the fell benefit of i, Euter afresh
this day npon & swred arena, il all determine to
exeel,

Lastly, the fullowship of this place gives svery
one the benefit of a personal discipline that may
tend greatly to the development of the hest ale-
ments of the Christian character, Those cloments
may be summed np in two words: the humility
that stripa the soul of what it shonld not have,
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and the dove that clothes it with perfoction.  And
what sehiool ean b betber adopted to the enltiva-
tion of these two sovercign atiributes of the reli-
gions charaetor 7

Humility can have no betler sphero for its
growth as o priveiple, amd for the practice of its
aols, than this eommaon hfe,  Here overy ane misy
learn, mmst learn i e bave o hearl to leam, what
the duty is aml whisl the grace of thinking of
himsell no wore highly than e ooght fo think.
Among Al firsl  lesseus  ipresssd  apon oy
students i that of their ignonmes absohately and
relatively : o ledson bk cnnnot Fuil o bo doepenid
upon the ingenuous mind to the last, Tt is o dis-
eipling of the purest and most wholesome self-
humiliation to be constuntly finding ont  how
vast is the disproportion between  themselves,
their talents aod nequivements, and the great work
to which they are devoteld ; while the practicoe
of hmility, as it shows itsell in the beanty of
sellgperifice  for others, nnd the preferring of
others to gelf in the graceful courtesies of daily
life, finls opportunities for its culture everywhere
anad in nll thing=.

And 5o with charity, the grace that clothes the
spirit which lumility unclothes. As in the Chris-
tinn commonwoealth it is the supreme law, so it is
suprems in the arrangemonts of a honse like this.
Nowhere can it be botter learnad, nowhere bettor
proctised,  All aro unitosd in devotion to the high-
ost wark of elnrity in the world ; and the con-
geiousness of that high common end of life sloudd
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bind all hearts in one.  Hero nlso proctice waits
upon theory : opportunities are afforded, as fire-
quent ns the intereourse of daily lifi, for fraining
the hewrt in the pare atfection of love, as it rules
thi thoneht, the wond, ths act,

2. We have lately enlurged the nomber of the
students in this Institution. An enlargement
that almost doubdes the nwmber of the studets,
while no wdidition has been mode to the number
of those who direct and teach them, must needs
grive Fise to some apprebension of danger, or at
least vender necessary the strengthening of all
onr safoguards. Tt may be doubted whether any
other chureli hss made any such expesimmt—if
it may be calldl wn experiment—az this: the
gathering together of seventy young men, strong
both in the good and evil of youth, under thi pas-
torship of one head, nnd the tutorship of so fow
tutors.  Happily, one year hos aiready relieved
us togp preat extent of our anxiety.  An experi-
ment it cun smrecly be ealled now, But the
change is 5o recent that we must nob poss over
this opportanity of giving and recciving the word
of exloriatian.

As it regands the woml tone of this plue, let us
determine—Ilot us all determine—to s jealous of
it with m gedly joalonay, aod to make it the object
of our conmon vigilanse a8 the very glory of ome
life.  Throngh the providenee of God one presides
here whose eye never sleeps, and whose henrt has
hut one desire,  We, hia condjutors, in our sphere
aympathize with him, and will second his efforts.

a7

But you, brethren, must_do your diligenes,  The
hoponr of Didsbury is in your bands.  We appeal
to your generosity, to your pride in the traditions
of onr howse, und o your zeal for the glory of
God, By yonr condoet show that you cannot be
too mnch nnd too dmplicitly trustsl,. Refote by the
report of yonr propriely of mpuner mod godliness
of life every foar that your number may have ox-
I!:i_tﬂlll. Al ok anathier e il ibs confirmaetion
thiat the Collage wies never wo puee in mormls, so
high in tone, and s fully responling to all just
axpeotations, us sines ita enlengoment,

As it remards our studics, there i the
snme noed to throw you uwpon your bonotr,
Your teachers would prefor to cxpend their
efforts upon o selecter numwber, and to exert a
steady, nlways increasing infleence upon  them
one by one,  They fecl that they might hope to
do their work better, pud rejoice in more worthiy
results; if their paing wers not diffosed among so
many. Hob sur ecmmon pim mial be to reduce
thiz evil to its smallest amount : ouwrs by well-
eoncerted plans, yours by honournbly and consci-
entionzly seconding our efforts. Lot your indi-
vidual preperations be as perfect ez i you were to
be alone with your toter, and all will be well.
That rule supersedes: the necessity of any other,
Act upon it from this day forward, and then, s
works snd months voll on, your profiting will
surcly appesr to ofliers, aml be matter of happy
comscionsness to yourself,

$. The ecommunity is made up of individuals
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and ns all our studies find their issue in
individunl advancement, 50 these exbortafions
must have an individoal aim. T feel thot thia
meldress, whotever sideglances it may have taken
at public attention, must fitly close by an appeal,
my young bretheen, to each of yon, In the
presence of many  witnesses, of those who sur-
rourd you now with perfect love and condidence,
and of these only as the representatives of the
people who commitbed yon to our hands, aod
wnit to see what and what manner of men we
gend boek to thems, wié chorge vou to maintain
your personal religiom, we promise yon great
sucecss in your stwdies, and congentulste you on
your glorions future,  If you maintain your fel-
lowship with God, your parity of heart shall give
you light in yonr pursuits, nnd propare yon for the
most blessed prospect thnt life Tins for opse to feed
o,

Yon are seventy ; but you are seventy individnal
aols, each one o worshipper alone with his G,
each one o student clogetiad in hiz own little sanc-
tuary. Let me urge yon to live in the full evan-
gelical liberty of the Cheistian life.  Your privi-
legrea sk dinfies. as. Christions it 3 oot for nee Lo
dwell upon: you hsve a spivituel fathor heve,
make him your friend.  Yon have a botter Fathor
in heavens live very moar o Him.  But T must
urge upon you one thing: mointain the setthsd
vicbory over ®in.  You are youne s therelors your
denger 15 preat. You are young: thercfors the
sympuathy of our Lond with you is grént.  Batan
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Inrks about ws: bt him find the honze empty,
gwepl, and gurpished, and vainly seck with his
other spirits to re<enter, Henr those two ancient
wrestlers with lmman passions : 8t Jolin, who
writea to young mon, * Beeanse they have over-
o the wicked one, ol e strong ;™ Bt Panl,
who sends down 10 you his enrmest word, * Keep
thysell pure  Giel mol maintain at all costs the
victory. Dy all your aspirations after usofulness,
by your longing for your Master's mage, by yoar
B oof lieieven, be sare of Eliis |

Then slinll yvour stisdies e light when  your
hearts ave pure, A Highaer than i, John or BL
Paul—who bnd not & rebellions apivit to sulsdoe,
yet is not ashamed to call yon brothren—givea
you the result withont the process ns His own
benediction : * Blessed are the pure in heart : for
they shall see God.”  You shall see light in His
light, He will shed its beams upon the page you
read ; He will irradiate with it your littlo study
He will bid the Angel of His presence to gnand
yom in wll your ways, and awsken yon to your
dadly duty., His groce shall be to you a well of
waker springing up within, bathing and  invi-
gorating vour fueulties, making clear and lomi-
nons your eves, diffusing refreshionent and energy
over your whole nature, and ennbling you to see
God in all your studies,—to see the light of His
conntenance reflected from overy hwman page,
and its glory from the pages of His own most
holy Book.

Finally, brothren, we receive you this duoy ns




candidates for the ministry, and congratulate
you on the fulure that sives vou its brizht pro-
mige, W connend you Lo the eare of Him who
hag, we trust, bestowed oo oyon the omee of o
donkle election 3 whio lbis maale st His owmn ]’.f
conversion, ail |'|||I|L|.'||1'|.' Hiz nwn 'I|J' your vl B
to Hisz forvice in tho {;I.HFI[II"L Takoe Hp your
rezidencs here, or continne your residonce here, as
in g seminary which is only the outer eourt of the
sanetuary of the Christion ministry. Keep your
eye fixed on the gate by which you hope to enter
that holy place: and live to pass it holily.
Hemember every hour the solemn pledee yon
have already given, and which you will then
finully confirm, thot =0 your life oy worthily
reddecn it. This iz holy ground.  Let reverence
awe your hearis, and devoiion worm thein, and
charity expand them. So will you, as we proy
and hope, honourably pass the time of your pro-
bationary sojourn here, and carry ita bonediction
with you into those ulterior seones of usefnlness
of which this Institotion is but the threshold.
Moy prave, merey, and pesce be with you!  And
ey Ehis yeur of sanctified stody bear full festi-
1isELY ik God 15 with us; to Whom, the Father,
Bon, and Hely Glost, be all glory for over.
Amen.

L et 2
PEINTED BT 'WILLIAM N|CHIHLE,
a, HOETON BQUAKE.
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