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LETTER XLIV.
[From the Rev. P. Doddridge, D. D.]

A Scheme of Study for a Clergyman.

Northampton, Fune 18, 17.46.
Rev. and Dear Sir, prom June 18, 1746
T length, having been retarded not only by preffing Bufi-
nefs, and a great deal of Company, but likewife by a
Fever which feized me about ten Days ago, and was fucceeded
by a Cholic, from the Effets of which I am but imperfeétly
recovered, I fet myfelf down, as well as I can, to difcharge my
Promife, and fulfil your Requell, in giving you my thoughts
on that little Collettion of Books, which you feem defirous to
make for fome young Preachers, in various parts. I fhall re-
member that your Enquiry chicfly relates to Books of Prattical
Divinity, and that I may not tire you and myfelf with the little
monofyllable [I] and the frequent ufe of the words [would
recommend] or fomething fynonymous to them, I prefix the
claufe once for all, that upon the following heads, according
to the little Knowledge I have of the Matter, and with the
little Time I have for Preparation, and with a very fincere and
unaffefted fubmiffion to the judgment of thofe better quali-
fied to advife you, I would recomménd under tbe followmg
Heads the following Books.
For LOGITC.

Carmichael Breviufcula Introduétio, and Dr. Watts. For
Metaphyfics, Dr. Urie’s Compendium, and Watts’s Ontology ;
to which Le Clerc’s may be added.

: For ETHICS. _

Whithy and Carmichael’s Edition of Puffendorf de Officiis
Hominis et Civis, to which Hutchefon’s Ethjcs may be added,
which is an elegant piece, though fome of his Principles are not
in my judgment good, he going on the foundation of the
Necellorian Sheme, For Jewifh Antiquities, Lewis and Re-
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land, and Calmet, with what of that fubje@ is to be found in
Prideaux’s Connettion. For a general view of Civil Hiftory,
Puffendorf’s Introduétion and Turfelme’s Compendium, and for
ajudicious and, in a few words, comprehenfive, as well as faith«
ful Sketch of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, beyond all compare Lampe.
Fcr a Compendium of Natural Philofophy, Rowning, as to be
illuftrated and compleated by Neuwintyet’s religious Philofo-
phy, Ray’s Wifdom of God in the Creation, Cotton Mather's
Religious Philofopher, and above all, Derham at Boyle’s Lec-
tures. As Aftronomy is comprehended in this, I fhall only
add with relation to that, Watts, and Mr. Jennings’s late Piece
if it can be got, and Wells’s Young Gentlemen’s Mathema-
tical Recreations, which touches upon feveral Articles not
handled in any of the reft I have mentioned. For the proof of
Natural and Revealed Religion, Carmichael’s Synopfis Theo-
logice Naturalis, Synge’s Gentleman’s Religion, and Clark at
Boyle’s Leétures, efpecially the latter part of it, for the former .
feems incomparably exceeded by Abernethey on the Attributes,

as much I think in the Argumentative parts as in the Improve-
ment. The Bifhop of London’s paftoral Letters you undoubt.
edly know : and if upon the whole I had feen the Arguments
for the proof of Chriftianity, fo clofely, and at the fame time-
fo fully and fo popularly ftated any where elfe, I fhould not
have taken the great pains I did about my three Sermons on
that fubjet, at the end of the ten on the Power and Graceof’
Chrift, printed for Hett, which the Bifhop of Oxford has
often prefled me to reprint alone, but which, by giving Hett
the copy, I have rendered myfelf incapable of doing. If it be

judged neceffary to enter into the late Controverfy with Col-

kins, Tindal, and Morgan, of which I think a Divine fhould

not be entirely igporant, Ireckon Jeffevies and Bullock among

the beft anfwers to the firft : Coneybeare and Leland to the fe-

cond, and Leland and Chandler to the third. To come now

to Praflical Divinity, which, I think, ought to employ the
greateft Part of the care of every Preacher, I will net prefume,

Sir,
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Sir, to mention to you the Divines of the Eftablifhed Church
though to my Pupils I have given a larger enumeration of the
principal of them, and of their molt valuable Writings, which
have employed many hunlreds of my Hours. Tillotfon, Bar-
row, Wilkins, Beveridge, Scot, Norris, Lucas, Sherlock,
Horneck, Hopkins, Scougal, Law, Fleetwod, and feveral more
are particularly charaéterized in my Catalogue to them: and
thofe that feemed to me the moft valuable of their writings
marked out; and the Catalogue concludes with the much ho-
noured and beloved name of Archbifhop Leighton, who is omni
laude major. But as I may realonably conclude, the Puritans,
and the Divines of the Separation, lels known to the Genera.
lity of thofe with whom you, Sir, may be concerned, you will
pardon me, that I mention a few of them, and of the chief
Pieces. Bolton, Hall, Reynolds, Sibbs, Ward, and Jackfon,
come under high confideratjon in the firft place: and I muft
needs fay, that I'look upon the generality of modern Divines
as butlittle People, when compared with moft of them. Among
the Non-conformifts of the laft Age (i. ¢.) thofe who flourifhed
before the end of the laft Century, permit me to name the fol-
lowing perfons, who appear to me to have been men of greaf:"
Piety, and fome of them of very diftinguifhed Abilities, and as
moft of themn were voluminous Writers, and it is not to be
fuppofed, as perhaps may be fuppofed with regard to the Puri-
tans, that all their works fhould enter into the colleftion pro.
pofed, I will {pecify fome of the chief of the Books written by
each, which ftand higheft in my efteem. Owen on Apoflacy,
onthe Hebrews; his means of underftanding the mind -of God
in Scripture; Communion with Father, Son, and Spii"it; on
In-dwelling Sin ; on Spiritual Mindednefs, and Mortification ;
and on the 13oth Plalm. Goodwin’s Child of Light ; and re-
turn of Mercies and Prayers; Baxter’s Saint’s Reft; his Trea-
tife of Converfion ; his Call to the Unconverted ; his Divine
Life; his Counfels to Young Men; Crucifixion to the World

by
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by the Crofs of Chrift; Poor Man’s Family Book ; ard that iffs
imitable piece of Devotion, his Converfe with God in Soli-
tude. Bates’s Harmony of Divine Attributes in- Redemption ;
his Spiritual Perfeftion ; Four' Laft Things; Submiffion to the
Will of God, and his Funéral Sermons. Flavel’s Fountain.of
Life; Token for Mourners; Sacramental Meditations; En«
gland’s Alarm; to which may be added; his Hufbandry and
Navigation Spiritualiz’d. Nathaniel Taylor on Faith; with his
Difcourfes againft Deifm, and the Covenant. I clofe this head
with the mention of Mr. Howe,of whom I cannot but {ay, thathe
feems to me to have underftood the Gofpel as well as any unin-
fpired writer I have ever read, and to have imbibed as much of
its fpirit : the trueft fublime isto be found in his writings, and
notwithftanding the obfcurity of fome paflages, and the harfh.
* nefs of others, fome of the firongeft Pathos, as well as fome of
the moft uncommon Thoughts. It lies a little out of my way

at prefent, to oblerve to you, yet it is moft true, that were all

the thoughts of his Living Temple, to he taken from Clark on

the Attributes, what remains would be very.inconfiderable 4

but what remains of Mr. Howe, unborrowed, is weighty, va-

rious, and in many parts of it extremely beautiful and fublime.

This book, dear Sir, I will venture to recommend to you, par.

ticularly in thé praétical parts of it, and to every Chriftian Di-

vine, his Bleflednefs of the Righteous, his Treatife of Delight-

ing in God, his Enthity and Reconciliation between God and

Man; his Carnality of Religious-Contention; his Thought-

fulnefs for the Morrow ; Redeemer’s Tears wept over loft

Souls, and Redeemer’s Dominion over the Invifible World ;

with his two Pofthumous Volumes' on the Spirit; which, par-

don me, if I fay, you mufl vead. In recommending the writings

of Diflenters of the prefent Age, I would be more {paring; yet

‘permitme to mention Evans’s Chriftian Temper and Sermons
to Young People. Wrighton Regeneration; the Deceitful-

nefs of Sin; Concern of Man. Watts’s Sermons; his Death

and Heaven ; his World to come ; and Humble Attempt. Se-
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le&t Sermons of Grove ; with his Book on the Sacrament, and
on Secret Prayer. Henry on the Bible, I think very ufeful for
a praltical Preacher. Both he and Earl have written well on
the Sacrament; Boyce’s two Volumes of Sermons; and his
Mifcellaneous Sermons; and thofe on the Four Laft Things are
among the beft Books'we have, Bennel’s Chriftian Oratory
has met with an acceptance, which in this indevout Age has
aftonifhed me. Jenning’s Sermohs to Young Perfons; Seve.
rdl Mifcellanies of Dr. Grofvenor’s ; with his Mourner ; and his
Treatife on Health fhall conclude this Catalogue. How far it

- might be proper to add my Rile and Progrefs of Religion, to-

gether with my Sermons on Education, Regencration, and thofe
to Young People, you Sir, if you have read them, may be more
capable of judging than the Author. Yet I muft by way of
Poftlcript add two Volumes of Sermons, on the principal heads
of Chriftianity, preached at Berry-Street, by fix of our Di-
vines, who were al] my intimate friends, and perfons of diftin.
guithed worth, viz. Dr. Watts and Dr, Guyfe, Mr. Price, Mr.
Jennings, Mr. Neal, and Mr. Hubbard, which does indecd con«
tain a pretty little Syftem of Pratical Divinity, and which I
advife my young Pepple, when entering on their Studies not
only carefully to read, but to contraét. And here, dear Sir, I
thought to have concluded my letter; but it occurs to my mind,
there is one great defeétinit; that is, thatIhave faid nothing
of Commentatars, or Books immediately leading to a critical
acquaintance with Scripture, 1 have recommended to my
pupils, Beza, as for the firi€t import of the words of the New
Teftament, I think unequalled: Erafmus, Caftellio, Heinfus,
Patrick, Lowthe, Locke, Pierce, and Benfon. Ainfworth,

"Hammond, Grotius, Brenius, Wells, Calvin, Poole, and Le
" Clerc, are mentioned and charatierized in my Preaching Lec-

tures, I'need fay nothing of them to you; but I will mention
Cradock, a book very little known; but in my opinion the
moft valuable help for underftanding the Scriptures, that can

’ any
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any where be purchaled fo cheap: becaufe, befides a very plain
and judicious plan of the contents of moft of the Sacred Books,
reduced to a proper order, there are extrafls of fome of the
moft valuable paffages- in feveral of the oldeft writers men-
tioned above. I might mention feveral confiderable writers,

that likewife illuftrage Scripture, though not dire&t Commen-
tators, who are allo briefly charaflerized, in this" part of my
pi‘eaching Le&ures, fuch as Witfius, Sauien, Pfiffer,  Glaffius,

Gattaker, Frankius, Knatchbull, Blackwall, Lightfoot, Cal-

met, Mede, Hollet, Edwards, Le Crene, Wolfius, Raphelius,
Vitringa, Bofs, and above all Elfuer and Lardner, in the two
firft Volumes of his Credibility. But perhaps, Sir, you will
think, that as the’ critical Study of Scripture is not fo much
intended in your plan, I have gone a little out of the way in
. mentioning fo many upon this head : yet if you do think fo,
you will excufe me. Perhaps when young people are accuf-
tamed to that attention of Thought, which f_a'éréd Criticifm {A’ill
require, it may not only an{wer a good end in leading them in-
to the true fenfe and beauty of particular paffages of Scripture,
in confequence of which their own tafte may be greatly im-
proved, butit may prevent thofe extravagant reveries avhich
have filled the minds of fo many, and brought fo great a difho-
nour on the Work of God. 1 dare fay, Sir, you will not ima-
gine by any means, that I intend to recommend the particular
notions of all the Writers I here mention, which may fuffici-
ently appear‘fro'm their abfolute contrariety to each other in
a multitude of inftances; but I think, that in order to defend
the Truth, it is very proper, that a young Minifter fhould
know the chief firength of Error. I am afraid, Sir, I have by
1his time thoroughly wearied you ; and therefore, what little
matter I hgve to fay by way of more immediate anfwer to your
laft, I fhall refer to a feparate piece of Paper, that when you

lay this by, in cafe you think it worth your while to do it, it
may not be incumbered with any thing foreign to the purpole

i
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"1t only remains, that I moft cordially recommend you and your
labours to the continued Prefence and Blefling of God: fin-
" cerely wifhing, that you may be honoured more and more, as an
inftrument in'the hand of the Great Redeemer for the Salvas

tion of a multitude of thofe precious Souls, whom he has ran-
fomed with his own Blood, and fubfcnbe myfelf,

Rev. and dear Sir,
Your moft affeftionate Brother,
And faithful humble Servant,
P. DODDRIDGE.

POETTRY.
To A YOUNG LADY. o,

[2y Mrs. Tc;lbot]

AWAKE my Laura! Break the filken chain!

Awake my Friend, to Hours unfoil'd by Pain.

Awake to peaceful Joys, and Thought refin’d,

" Youth’s chearful Morn, and Virtue's vigorous Mind,

Wake toall Joys fair Friendfhip can beftow;

All that from Health and profperous Fortune flow.
Still doft thou {leep ? Awake, imprudent Fair!
Few hours has Life ; and few of thofe can {pare.

Forfake thy drowfy Couch, and {prightly rife,
‘While yet frefh Morning fireaks the ruddy fkies ;
‘While yet the Birds their early matins fing,

And all around is blooming as the Spring. '
g F ' -Ere





